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 I want counselor to be with me (advocate). I am self-advocate but I may need help if 

I cannot get it done. Need help with the boxing gloves. People want to scream at 

me, pull on me, treat me like I do not have a mind. 

 Ask people what they need.  

 What can VR do to meet the need- Every six months do a re-evaluation or training 

such as technology training, how to obtain resources 

 You can put you name on the “wish list”. Such as needle threaders. 

 Counselors need to have a cell phone to be accessible while out of the office. 

Example of student who needed books (was standing in line) and could not get in 

touch with counselor.  

 Counselors need to call in to their offices and check for messages.  

 There needs to be a relationship built instead of just giving you a job or relationship 

but with the community wherever you can apply and to the work. I have a college 

degree but I am willing to work as a dispatcher. I can also be a HAM radio. I applied 

for a job as library assistance and it’s a shame that they would not give me that job. 

VR needs to work with private industry and form bonds with people. For the jobs that 

we can do, it would be better to have a dialogue. I feel that we have thought that are 

not well defined.  

Public relations (8) Suggestions include more television ads, increased communication 

with advocacy groups including the NCFB and NCCB, and the following: 

 Continue to find new ways to get the word out to eye MD’s, Ophthalmologists, 

Optometrists, public libraries. Librarians will see patron change type of books; Senior 

Centers will see people squinting. People hide and do not want people to know that 

they are blind. I had to squint and things like that—there are services out there. 

 Community support groups, such as African American churches and especially in 

the AA community. So many African Americans losing sight because of diabetes and 

glaucoma. 

 Capacity. Mini-centers need to be beefed up. Need to learn how to do stuff as a 

blind guy. Need to find these blind guys out there in the communities. Getting access 

for services for older folks. Need to find people.  


